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' f CLUB CALENDAR - JANUARY 2010

Daiv Freeman

9 Saturday 9:00 AM - Workshop
Sunday 9:00 AM - Workshop

Wednesday
6:00 PM - Board Meeting
7:00 PM - General Meeting

Jan. 20-24 POW-WOW
Quartzsite, Arizona

BECAUSE OF QUARTZSITE
SHOP WILL BE CLOSED THE 4TH
WEDNEDSDAY AND SATURDAY

13 Saturday 9:00 AM - Workshop

17 Wednesday
6:00 PM - Board
7:00 PM - GENERAL MEETING
SARM Birthday

949 547-1384

CLUB PURPOSE

The purpose of the Club is to offer an opportunity for
those who are interested in rocks, minerals and fossils,
to gather at regular meetings, display and examine
items of interest in the hobby, to promote and also
encourage the art and practice of lapidary, to
exchange experiences and ideas, to organize field
trips for members and guests, and to promote the
general interest in and knowledge of the hobby.
MEETING: 7:00 PM,

Third Wednesday of each month

except July & December.

Visitors are welcome!

WHERE: 10739 Los Jardines West

Fountain Valley, Ca 92708
WORK SHOP: At the Greene's (members only)
2nd and 4th Sat. (9 AM - noon)
4th Wed. (6 - 9 PM)
CLUB PUBLICATIONS: All items may be quoted
unless otherwise noted, we only ask that credit be
given and we'll do the same.
BARTER ADS: Free lines to members for trading
items - as space permits.

SARM IS A MEMBER OF:

SHOP HINTS

If you want an excellent cleaner for gold, sterling or
other metals, try LIPSTICK! — any shade. Use a soft
cloth to apply and another to remove and buff. The
results are unbelievable, they are glowing. Works
great on copper and brass.

the Gold Nuggett , via Ghostsheet 11/2009

Use a glass cutter to do your trimming of slabs, it will
save your diamond tip saw blade for the more detailed
work. The glass cutter to use is the one with a carbide
wheel, not tungsten. You can get one at any hardware
store. Put a good solid handle on it so you can bear
down hard, then use pliers to break the slab along the
scored line.

Gem Scoop, via MLMS Ghost Sheet 1/2010

Save the inner plastic ring from scotch tape rolls.
They make great stands for spheres.

When working with a soft stone such as onyx or
marble, soak it in water for a couple of days before
cutting. This will keep oil from soaking in to discolor
the stone and will result in a higher polish.

Rock Chip, Via MLMS Ghost Sheet 5/2009



CHIPS*N SPLINTERS JANUARY, 2010

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

At was nice to see so many of you at the Christmas potluck and gift exchange. The food and company were great.
Thank you Pam for cooking and preparing the turkey , ham and mashed potatoes. Thank you all for your contributions of
food and labor to set up the party and put everything away.

Happy New Year!

There are many activities that we can take part in this year.

I hope you have Jalama Beach on your calendar for the weekend of May 14, 15, 16 with our club.

The president of the Searchers has invited us to join their club on field trips. You might check out their website from time
to time to see if there is a trip you would like to participate in.

There is a beading class for 16 weeks with the Emeritus Institute through Irvine College. The class meets on Tuesdays
from noon to 3:00 pm in Tustin for $26. Would you like to take the class with me?

In May for one or two weeks CFS is having their Camp Paradise (50 miles east of Marysville, Ca.) offering classes in
Beg. Faceting, Ming Trees, Lapidary, Soft Stone Carving, Silversmithing, Lost Wax & Silver Casting, beginning thru
advanced wire art, Copper enameling, Lampwork Bead Making and Beading, PMC3 Clay & Glass Fusion (Dichroic) and
Intarsia. The $350 a week includes classes, room and board. This sounds like a great opportunity to learn a new skill.
CFMS/AFMS Show & Convection in La Habra June 18-20. Maybe we could participate with a display or demonstration.
At the January meeting could you bring yellow stones to share or stones that have yellow in them? They can be slabs,
rocks, cabs or jewelry. Each month if you could bring the color of the month so that we will have some interesting stones
to admire. February will be red and pink stones (for Valentines day).

Looking forward to see you all in the new year.

“

GARNET - BIRTHSTONE FOR JANUARY

One glance at the deep red seeds nestled inside of a pomegranate fruit explains why the
word "garnet" comes from the Latin word "granatus,” meaning "grain” or "seed." This name
was given to the garnet because of its close resemblance to the succulent pomegranate
seed. But don't bite into a garnet, because at a Moh's hardness of 6.5 to 7.5, it will definitely
Jan. 21 Carole Helop damage the teeth!
Jan.31 Waller Lombardo There are many myths and legends surrounding the garnet. One Biblical legend is that Noah
hung this gem on the ark to light his way through the dark and stormy nights of God's wrath.
A Greek myth linked to the garnet is the story of the young goddess of sunshine,
Persephone, who was abducted by Hades, god of the underworld. Hades eventually
released Persephone, but not before he offered her some pomegranate seeds, which
guaranteed her return to him.

First mined in Sri Lanka over 2,500 years ago, the garnet is also found in Africa, Australia,
India, Russia, and South America; and, within the United States, in Arizona and Idaho. Although most commonly
known as a red gemstone, the garnet comes in a variety of other hues, including muted yellows,
vibrant oranges, rosy pinks, lime greens, and violets, a virtual bouquet of colors. This diversity is
due to unigue combinations of elements within each particular gem, such as iron, calcium, and
manganese.
The garnet continues to be the protective gem of journeyers. A gift of garnet is thought to be
symbolic of love and the desire for a loved one's safe travel and speedy homecoming. It is
January's birthstone, but far from being only a winter gem, the garnet, with its brilliance and
multitude of colors, is truly one for any season.

Via Del Air Rockhound Review 1/09

—

DEMANTOID: THE MOST VALUABLE GARNET

Demantoid garnet was discovered in Russia in the mid 19th century. Regrettably, the Russian Revolution of 1917
halted all gemstone mining. Recently, both alluvial and primary deposits in the Ural Mountains have begun producing
demantoid again. Additional finds have been made in Nigeria and Iran. Cut stones are usually under 1 ct.

Characteristics: Color ranges from light golden green to dark emerald green. Rl = 1.89, over the limit of a standard

refractometer. Luster is vitreous to subadamantine. Dispersion of 0.057, more than that of diamond, yields noticeable
fire. Typical horsetail inclusions are curving yellowish fibers than can radiate from a single point and look
like fireworks. The fibers can also appear singly or in random groups.

To maximize the fire in a demantoid garnet, it should be cut with a small table and a large area of crown
facets. Large or lighter colored stones will also have more, fire.

(most information summarized from article in GIA Insider Newsletter, via The Pegmatite 3/2006
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SARM GENERAL MEETING UPCOMING MEETING
HOLIDAY PARTY, 2009 WEDNESDAY JANUARY 20, 2010

WOW!!! What a spread. The Holiday party was another Our speaker this month will be Walter Lombardo, .
great success, thanks to all of our members who Walter is a geologist with over 30 years of mining ex-

brought all of that great food, and (more importantly) perience. For 16 years he managed the Southern Ne-
good cheer. vada Office of the Nevada Division of Minerals, a state

) ) ) agency which oversees the mining, oil, gas, and geo-
The gift exchange was a lot of fun, with a few items thermal industries. He also worked as geologist for
fmdmg_ several temporary homes before ending up with American Borate Company (Death Valley), Cyprus
the afinal lucky person. Gold (California Mother Lode), and Desert Research
Thanks to everyone who came and helped make it a Institute in Las Vegas. More recently he was Director
wonderful evening. of North American Exploration for War Eagle Mining
Pam Greene, Acting Recording Secretary Company, where he was involved in projects in Indi-
ana, lllinois, Kentucky and the Czech Republic. In Au-
gust, Walt and his wife, Sandy, opened Nevada Min-
eral & Book Company (an earth science bookstore and
natural history gallery) in Orange.

His subject this month will be will be the use of miner-
als in making art and decorative glass, especially as
colorants, using antique glass as the examples.

Refreshments for the evening will be supplied by Sue
Smith and Jim Burke.

ﬁ

EARLY BUGS WERE BIGGER

Paleontologist Markus Poschmann found fossil claw
fragments in a German quarry near Prum a few years
ago, and when he carefully reassembled the claw, it
was identified as coming from a Jaekelopterus
rhennaniae or ancient sea scorpion that would have
been about 8 feet long! Ancient sea scorpions, or
euryptids, were the top marine predator 400 million
years ago, and probably grew to such a big size in
response to the armored fish of the time. These
creatures may have been the ancestors of today's
arachnids, including spiders, ticks, mites and terrestrial
scorpions.

summarized from AP article by Thomas Wagner, viaThe Pegmatite 1/2008

-

Martha vs. Maxine

Martha's Way Stuff a miniature marshmallow in the
bottom of a sugar cone to prevent ice cream drips.

Maxine's Way Just suck the ice cream out of the bottom
of the cone, for Pete's sake! You are probably lying
on the couch with your feet up eating it, anyway!

Martha's Way To keep potatoes from budding, place an
apple in the bag with the potatoes.

Maxine's Way Buy instant mashed potato mix and keep
it in the pantry for up to a year.

Martha's Way If you accidentally oversalt a dish while it's
still cooking, drop in a peeled potato, and it will
absorb the excess salt for an instant "fix."

DUES ARE DUE - DUES ARE DUE! Maxine's Way If you oversalt a dish while you are
o cooking, that's too bad. Please recite with me the
If your haven't sent it in yet, real woman's motto: "I made it and you will eat it and

please bring it to the next meeting. I don't care how bad it tastes!" Page 4
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UPCOMING SHOWS & EVENTS

January 16-17 2010, Exeter, CA
Tule Gem & Mineral Society
Exter Memorial Bldg.

420 N Kaweah (Hwy 65), Exter

<€ >

Field trip January 23rd, 2010
Hosted by DelAir Rockhounds

Where: Santa Barbara, CA (Refugio, Gaviota, and El
Capitan State Beaches)

Trip leader: Jon Meredith
email: Meredith@flashercrew.net
Location/Directions

Refugio State Beach is located 20 miles West of Santa
Barbara on Highway 101 at Refugio Road.

There are public restrooms at all sites, changing rooms
at Refugio, and beach "showers" at all sites.

Materials available: Fossil Whale bone, chert, fossil
horse teeth have been found in creeks, agates, jasper
Parking fees: $8.00 per vehicle, fee good for all
locations on same day.

Bring: Water shoes, sandals, or old sneakers, old
clothes you don't mind getting sandy. Dry clothes for
trip home (and a towel or 2). variety of warm garments
(sweatshirts, jackets, etc.) temperatures could be
anywhere from 45 to 75. citrus based hand cleaner for
tar removal (there are natural seeps in the Santa
Barbara Channel) Food and/or beverages (mini marts
closed in winter). The day will start at Refugio State
Beach at approximately 9AM. With low tide at 1034AM,
this will give us about 1.5 hours of collecting time here
before moving to Gaviota or El Capitan for the low tide
period. Refugio has rock beds which are exposed
during mean tide periods where whale bone can be
found.

This can be quite an eventful trip,. In January 2006,we
collected over 200 Ibs of bone as a group. This is a
good trip for rock hounds of all ages, and for scout
troops, etc.

Participants will be required to sign a waiver for the Del
Air Rockhounds.

Note: These beaches were on the closure list for
budgetary reasons earlier this year,so access may be
limited in the future

JANUARY, 2010
SAEM SHOP

This month the SARM SHOP will be open on the
second Saturday and Sunday of the month
(January 9&10) from 9 AM to noon.

Remember, if you want to use the shop at other
than the scheduled times

call Pam or Don at (949) 548-0752,
if we’re going to be home, you are welcome.

There is a $3 use fee to help cover the cost of the
equipment, and someone will be there to help to
get you started if you're a beginner.

We also have tumblers and a flat lap that members
can check out and take home.

<€ >

Fire Agate
Fire agate is a layered stone. The layers
are small enough that the light entering
them forms interference colors known as
fire. The gem is thought to be formed
when hot water saturated with colloidal
silica and iron oxide invades cavities in
country rock and begins to cool. Chalcedony with iron
oxide begins to grow on any available surface (iron oxide
giving the basic brown color to the gem). As the solutions
began to precipitate and grow, layers of silica and. iron.
oxide would be deposited depending on the relative level
of those elements in solution and underlying conditions.
These alternating silica and iron oxide layers (schiller
layers) cause the brilliant fire in the gem. As iron oxide ran
out in the solution, colorless chalcedony continued to
grow.

Cut Fire Agate by grinding and polishing
away layers, following natural contours, until
the fire is visible. Be careful not to grind and
polish a layer too far or the stone is ruined.
Trim away excess chalcedony by sawing,
grinding or sanding. For grinding use 100 grit wheel. Grind
not more than four or five seconds. Stop and examine for
signs of fire under bright light. Shape the stone in
any ,direction the fire indicates. Do not overheat the stone.
When you have exposed all the fire, grind on a 600 grit
wheel to eliminate scratches. Then start with 325 diamond
paste, moving to 6000, then 1200, 3000 and finally
50,000. Remember, in all above steps of grinding, use
plenty of water and do not overheat.

Extracted from Rockonteur, via Del Air Bulletin 9/2008

Stafford, Arizona, the County Seat of

Graham County, has proclaimed itself the

"Fire Agate Capital of the World". The

gemstone, fire agate, is associated with

volcanic deposits in the Black Hills

Rockhound area. The area is off a spur road from State
Route 91.

Lapidarian Bulletin, via Del Air Bulletin 9/2008
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QUARTZSITE 2010 FIELD TRIP
JANUARY 20-24

For those of you who have never been to Quartzsiteits, or have only seen it in the summer months, you may be
wondering why rockhounds seem to get so excited whenever it's mentioned. Well now is your chance to find out. It's

time once again for the annual POW WOW.

Try to imagine the biggest rockhound swapmeet you can think of, then multiply it by ten. During most of the year
Quiartzsite is just an ordinary little desert town, not much more than a wide spot in the road, but each year in January
and February it turns into an international trade center. Rockhounds from around the world flock to this little community
to sell, buy and trade. If you're looking for rare or unusual gems, upgrading your lapidary equipment, or just looking for

an interesting place to go - thisiis it.

There are actually several swapmeets scattered all over the town, and gems and minerals aren't all they sell. You can
find just about anything you can imagine at Quartzsite The map shows the location of the major “rockhound”
swapmeets, but just about every corner has a little stand or two with just about anything you can imagine. There is a
lot going on at the same time, so wear comfortable shoes, and plan on a lot of walking.

Quartzsite is on interstate 10, about 20 miles into Arizona. A favorite SARM camping area is the greasewood golf
course (it isn’'t really a golf course). It's within walking distance of both the POW WOW, TYSON'S and RICE RANCH .
The price is $5 a night (or has been in the past). You need to be self contained. Last year none of the spaces had
water hookups and most of them didn’t have electricity, The BLM camping area is free, but it is outside of town, and
you will need to drive to the shows, where you may have to pay $5 just to park for the day.

We have members coming and going for much of the month, but the official dates for the field trip coincide with the
POW WOW. If you can't find the SARM group we plan to meet for lunch on Saturday, January 23, 2010 between
11:00 and 12:00 (California time) in front of the north entrance to the POW WOW building. Hope we see you there!

—

—

PROSPECTORS PANORAMA
November 1, 2009 - Feb. 28

RICE RANCH “YAWL COME” SHOW
November 1, 2009 - April

QUARTZSITE MARKET PLACE
November 1, 2009 - April

DESERT GARDENS
ROCK, GEM & MINERAL SHOW
Jan. 1 - Feb. 28

TYSON WELLS ROCK

Jan. 1 -Jan. 10 GEM/MINERAL SHOW
Jan. 15 - Jan. 24 SELL-A-RAMA

Jan. 29 - Feb. 7 ART & CRAFT FAIR

THE MAIN EVENT General swapmeet
Jan. 9 - Jan. 24

SPORTS, VACATION & RV SHOW
Jan. 16 - Jan. 24

43RD ANNUAL POW WOW
Jan. 20 - Jan. 24

HOBBY, CRAFT & GEM SHOW
Jan. 27 - Jan. 31

ROCK & ROLL CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Jan. 30 - Jan. 31

CHILI COOK-OFF & STATE SALSA
CHAMPIONSHIP Page 6
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