A0

GEBRUA



SANTA ANA ROCK & MINERAL CLUB

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carol Williams 714-963-8448
Charlotte Spalding 714 531-4058
Rec'd Secretary =~ Regina Knezevich 714 809-3641
Treasurer Pam Greene 949 548-0752
Corres. Secretary Carole Heslop 714-960-7058
Parliamentarian

President
Vice President

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Award Chairman  Empty
Exhibits Empty
Federation Sue Smit 949 233-1476
Field Trip Mike Anglin 949 348-0808
Historian
Hospitality Carole Heslop 714 960-7058
Membership Pam Greene 949 548-0752
Photographer
Program Charlotte Spalding 714 531-4058
Property/shop Don Greene 949 548-0752
Publicity
Editor Pam Greene 949 548-0752
Santa Ana Rock & Mineral
P.O. Box 51

Santa Ana, CA 92702
Email: Pam.greene@ca.rr.com
FAX: 949 548-8117

WEB SITE: http://www.sarmclub.com

Web master Daiv Freeman 949 547-1384

CLUB CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2010

Feb.13 & 14 SATURDAY & SUNDAY
WORKSHOP 9:00 AM NOON
call Pam or Don for flexible times.

Wednesday SARM'’s 50th Birthday
7:00 PM - General Meeting
Board Meets at 6 PM

Feb. 27 CFMS FIELD TRIP

ANT HILL see page 6 for details

Mar.13 & 14 SATURDAY & SUNDAY
WORKSHOP 9:00 AM NOON

Mar. 17

Wednesday
6:00 PM - Board
7:00 PM - GENERAL MEETING

FREE ROCK TUMBLING HOBBY WEB SITE
This is a great website for someone who wants to learn
about tumbling stones. The site also has a forum where
you can ask specific questions, so it's a good source for
beginners, to experienced tumblers.

http://www.rocktumblinghobby.com

CLUB PURPOSE
The purpose of the Club is to offer an opportunity for
those who are interested in rocks, minerals and fossils,
to gather at regular meetings, display and examine
items of interest in the hobby, to promote and also
encourage the art and practice of lapidary, to
exchange experiences and ideas, to organize field
trips for members and guests, and to promote the
general interest in and knowledge of the hobby.

MEETING: Visitors are welcome!
7:00 PM,
Third Wednesday of each month
except July & December.
WHERE: 10739 Los Jardines West

Fountain Valley, Ca 92708
WORK SHOP: At the Greene's (members only)

2nd Saturday & Sunday 9 AM - noon

call to ask for other times

CLUB PUBLICATIONS: All items may be quoted
unless otherwise noted, we only ask that credit be
given and we'll do the same.
BARTER ADS: Free lines to members for trading
items - as space permits.

SARM IS A MEMBER OF:

Shop Tip: Genie Light Fixture

from the desk of John Martin, CFMS newsletter 10/2008

For all of you using Diamond Pacific Genie or Titan
Machines here is a story you can relate to. Have you
ever been grinding away and had your hand slip and hit
the rim of the light fixture? Ouch! Hot! That 75 to 100
watt incandescent Light bulb is hot and really using up
the electricity. Try to put one of the Compact Fluorescent
Bulbs (CFB) in and they stick out the bottom of the light
fixture causing all that light to go everywhere and not on
your work. Then after a few days of use, the bulb breaks
at the seams from all that vibration. The bulb is dangling
from wires and the rest of the guts are still in the fixture
with all that water splashing all around. Alas, | have
found the best of both worlds. Try one of those small
Halogen 35 watt mini flood lamps. It puts a real bright
light right on your work, the rim of the light fixture stays
cool and you are only using 35 watts to get better light
than the 75 — 100 incandescent bulb. When selecting the
halogen bulb, there are 2 sizes: one has a short neck,
which will fit, but requires some creative twisting; the
other style has a longer neck and will make the
installation of the bulb in the fixture a breeze. So when
that inefficient 100 watt bulb finally blows out try a
compact Halogen spot lamp as a replacement. Your
work area will look brighter and you will be using less
energy and running a lot cooler.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I was in Texas for over a week and missed the January meeting. | went along with my husband, Doug on a business
trip to Ft. Worth. He was working with Recaro (seat Manufacture) there while | shopped. They have a great hobby
store called Hobby Lobby, where | found jewelry findings on sale for half off. At an antique store | found a great
chunk of rutilated quartz. (1 will bring it to the meeting.) One day Doug got off work early and we explored the
Stockyard area of Ft. Worth and saw all the wonderful Longhorn cattle. The actual horns measure about 7' from tip
to tip. They had some interesting stores there as well. We discovered a great bead store at the Stockyard. It is called
Brazos. They have wonderful stone beads at really great prices. They have a new website brazoscollection.com if
you want to check them out.

At the February meeting (for Valentines day) could you bring red and pink stones to share? They can
be slabs, rocks, cabs or jewelry. Each month if you could bring the color of the month so that we will
have some interesting stones to admire.

Looking forward to seeing you'all,

#

Amethyst is the birthstone for February, and the accepted gem for the 4th, 6th, and 17th wedding anniversaries.

Amethyst is a variety of quartz which occurs in transparent light to dark purple. The darker, more intense colors are
more valuable than the lighter, smoky or lavender color.

The dark rich, royal colors of amethyst have been treasured by kings and queens for centuries and can be traced
back to the Minoan period in Greece (2500 B.C.).

The stone's availability and assumed magical qualities made it the stone of preference for commoners and kings four
thousand years ago and it traveled all over the globe as a form of trade exchange. It is still one of the most popular
stones in the world and used in many different countries for common and uncommon purposes.

The two main sources of amethyst are Brazil and Zambia although it is also found in Uruguay, Russia, Sri Lanka,
Mexico, and the US state of Arizona.

Amethyst is used as faceted stones or polished cabochons
and is carved in various shapes. Amethyst beads are used in
necklaces, earrings and other jewelry in both rough
unpolished forms smooth glossy shapes, faceted beads and
briolettes. . Janet Salas

One of the largest cut amethysts in the world is 343 carats . Daiv Freeman
and is housed at the Natlonal History Museum in London. Liam Mattison
Very dark stones are sometimes heated to enhance color. .
Lore and Mythology . Charlotte Spalding

Legend has it that the amethyst originated from Bacchus, the
god of wine. Bacchus became angry at the mortals and vowed that the next mortal to cross his path would be eaten

by tigers.

Amethyst, a beautiful young maiden, was on her way to worship the goddess Diana. Diana turned her into colorless
quartz to keep her from being eaten.

Bacchus observed the miracle and repented his hasty decision, and poured wine over the young maiden, leaving her
feet and legs colorless. This is the reason that amethyst crystals are usually uneven in color and have a colorless

base at the bottom. They say the goddess of love and the god of wine, when entwined, will have light and dark
evolvements.
m

TIPS FOR BEADERS

Silk thread is very strong and is great for stringing but it lacks abrasion resistance. Nylon thread has abrasion
resistance but it is not as strong as silk and also stretches with the tension required for beading.

The solution: use silk on non abrasive materials such as pearls, turquoise, mother of pearl, lapis. Use
nylon on abrasive materials such as onyx, metal beads, amethyst, rose quartz. To eliminate stretching
after you have carefully knotted a strand with nylon, suspend the cord on a doorknob (several loops are
okay) then hang pliers from the loops and leave overnight. The nylon is now prestretched and will not
become loose after being strung.

From the Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, via Palomar Gem & Mineral 6/99
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CHIPS*N SPLINTERS

SARM MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2009

Vice President Charlotte Spalding opened the meeting at
7:15 PM. Ray Heslop let the pledge of Allegiance.

Despite the heavy rain we had 17 members (one new
member) and one guest in attendance.

Charlotte announced:

the new shop hours: The 2nd Saturday and Sunday
of each month, and by request.

SARM members attending Quartzsite can meet at
the Pow Wow building at noon Calif. time if they want
to find other members who are there.

We will celebrate SARM’s 50th birthday at the
February meeting. The Club will provide cake and
ice cream.

Ray Heslop and Liam Mattison volunteered to bring
refreshments for the March meeting.

After the announcements Charlotte introduced Walter
Lombardo, our speaker for the evening. He gave a very
interesting and informative talk on the use of minerals in
making art and decorative glass, especially as colorants.
He came prepared with lots of antique glass for
examples, explaining how certain minerals reacted with
the glass, why some glass changes colors, and other’s
don’t, why some is clear, and others opaque, and some
of the processes used to combine the varieties, among
many other interesting details. Thank you Walter for a
most interesting evening.

Yellow stones were brought by Charlotte Spalding and
Jim Burke. Ray Heslop brought geodes to give away,
that he, Mike Anglin and Dick Church found at the

Wiley’s Well campout over the Thanksgiving weekend.

The yummy (and abundant) refreshments were provided
by Sue Smith, and Jim Burke. (Special thanks to Jim for
getting the key and opening the building for us.)

The meeting adjourned at 9pm.
Pam Greene, Acting Recording Secretary

FOR SALE

POWERMATE ELECTRIC GENERATOR
MODEL PM1500
1500 Watts max; 1200 Watts rated
10 AMPS; 12 Volts weight 72 Ibs.
Price:$250

DESERT FOX AUTOMATIC
GOLD PANNING MACHINE
Price $290

MEADE 8” REFLECTING TELESCOPE
WITH NOTOR DRIVE
$475

CALL: JIM (714) 968-4800 (cash only)

FEBRUARY, 2010

FEBRUARY CLUB EVENTS
In 1960 an advertisement was placed in the newspaper
seeking people interested in participating in bending over
and picking up rocks and changing them into works of
beauty Thanks to that advertisement SARM will be 50
years old this month, so come and help us celebrate our
birthday.

The program for the evening will be “ROCKS” (our ver-
sion of BINGO). It's optional, but we’re asking our mem-
bers to bring prizes wrapped as a “Birthday present”.
Something you think someone would like. It doesn’t have
to be rocks, or rock related, but of course it can be. If
you wrap rocks and have any information about them
(what they are, where they’re from, etc.) put that on a
card. Maybe you could put it on a humorous birthday
card to SARM if you find something appropriate. Let’s
make it fun!

The “Birthday presents” will be the prizes. Everyone gets
one free card. If you bring a present you get another free
card. Extra cards are a $2 donation - no raffle at this
meeting.

Bring red or pink rocks for display.

The club will provide a Birthday cake & ice cream . We
may even make you sing happy birthday and blow out
candles. Well, maybe no candles. Since thisis SARM’s
50th birthday we might need a fire permit.

Hope to see you there!

ﬁ

A GLOSSARY OF ROCKHOUND TERMS

Geologist: Person who learned about rocks in school
Rockhound: Person who learned about rocks the hard
way.

Pebble Pup: Smart mouthed kid who knows more
about rocks than you do.

Field Trip: Impossible trek to inaccessible place for
nonexistent specimens

Geologist’s Pick: Handy gadget you always have with
you when you don't need it, and always left at home
when you do.

Field Polish: spit

Field Kit: Paper bag to put specimens in.

Rock Show: Bunch of people displaying their best
specimens and another bunch selling their worst ones.
Swap: Mutual swindle.

Station Wagon: Vehicle designed to accommodate the
colossal greed of rockhounds.

Dop stick: Tinker toy stick to mount gemstones on for
cutting when your fingers are reduced to bloody stumps.
Tumbler: A piece of equipment costing over $25.00
which makes $250.00 worth of stones saleable at 25
cents each.

A lapidary: Someone who grinds their

fingernails, and their knuckles. and polishes

their vocabulary, while trying to do the same

thing to a piece of agate.

From Rockfinder, Via Bear Tracks 8/94
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CHIPS‘N SPLINTERS
UPCOMING SHOWS & EVENTS

February 12-21, 2010, Indio, CA
San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society
Riverside County Fair & National Date Festival
Gem & Mineral Building - Bldg. #1
46-350 Arabia Street
Hours: 10 am - 10 pm

February 26-27 2010, Northridge, CA
Del Air Rockhounds Club
United Methodist Church
9650 Reseda Blvd. (at Superior St.)
Hours: Fri. 3 p.m. -9:30 p.m. - Sat. 10-5

February 26 - March 7 2010, Imperial, CA
Imperial Valley Gem & Mineral Society
200 E. 2" St. Imperial Valley Expo - G&M Bldg.
California Midwinter Fair & Fiesta,
Sat. & Sun. noon-10 p.m.,
Weekdays 4 p.m.-10 p.m.

March 5-6-7 2010, Newark, CA
Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley
Newark Pavilion
6430 Thorton Avenue, Newark, CA 94560
Hours: Fri & Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5

March 6-7 2010, Arcadia, CA
Monrovia Rockhounds, Inc.
Los Angles Co. Arboretum & Botanic Gardens
301 Baldwin Ave.
Hours: Sat. & Sun. 9-4:30

March 6-7 2010, Ventura, CA
ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Seaside Park, Ventura Co. Fairgronds
10 W. harbor Blvd.
Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

March 12, 13-14 2010, Victorville, CA
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Stoddard Well Tailgate (Stodrard Wells)
Bell Mountain/Stoddard Well exit from 1-15
Hours: 8-5 daily

March 13-14 2010, San Marino, CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society
San Marino Masonic Center
3130 Huntington Drive
Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5

FEBRUARY, 2010
SARENM SHOP
new nours

The shop will be open on the second Saturday
and Sunday of the month from 9 AM to noon,
unless otherwise noted in Chips 'N Splinters.

Remember, anytime you want to use the shop on
other days or times call

Pam or Don at (949) 548-0752,
We'd like to see more use of the shop, at times
that are convenient for you,
so give us a call. If we're
going to be home, you are
welcome.
There is a $3 use fee to
help cover the cost of the
equipment, and someone
will be there to help get you
started if you're a beginner.
We also have tumblers and
a flat lap that members can
check out and take home.

Pam & Don
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CHIPS'N SPLINTERS  cpms Field Trip to Ant Hill, Bakersfield, CA FEBRUARY, 2010

Saturday February 27, 2009 (Day Trip). 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
HOSTED BY: the Conejo Valley Gem and Mineral club.
LEADERS: Adam Dean and Shep Koss

Last year's CFMS field trip to Ant Hill was a great success, and when we talked
about it at the club and showed what we found everyone wanted to go. Now is your chance. It's
a great trip, and may not be available for much longer. This is a group field trip and as an extra bonus you get to
meet some really nice rockhounds from other clubs, so don’t miss it..
DIRECTIONS: Take the 5 or 405 Freeway North to the 99 Hwy and continue north,. Near Bakersfield take the
Rosedale Hwy (178 Hwy) East, go about 8.3 miles to the Alfred Harrell Hwy, (also called Mt. Vernon Ave.) turn
Left/North onto the Alfred Harrell Hwy and continue to Lake Ming Rd.
MEETING SPOT: 9 a.m. North east of Bakersfield on corner of Lake Ming Rd and Alfred Harrell Hwy at the Chevron
station. Here we will sign Waivers of Liability, see samples of specimens and receive digging instructions.
TOOLS: hammer, chisel or screwdriver, 1/4" mesh sifting screen or colander, shovel, bucket, zip lock bags, water
spray bottle. Hiking shoes and clothes to get dirty in. From Meeting Spot: From the meeting spot we will drive about
another mile to parking area then hike about 3/4 mile on a uphill slope which gets steep the last 200 yards. The fossil
trenches are near the summits of steep hills. Be advised: This is a known Valley Fever area although rarely a
problem especially in winter. Wear masks if concerned. Also snakes and spiders inhabit these hills.
Finding fossils requires a combination of sifting debris or prying out chunks of the "wall". These hills will soon
undergo housing development so collect while you can.
WEATHER AND ROADS: Roads are paved until last 300 feet to parking area. Weather is unpredictable although
this soil is more rain tolerant. Dress accordingly for temperatures and conditions
This trip is open to all rockhounds that agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, follow the directions of the field
trip leader, and practice safe rockhounding.
MATERIAL TO COLLECT: Shark teeth fossils, many types, sizes, from the Miocene Epoch 10-15 millions years ago.
There are other fossils, bone fragments, teeth to be found. This is part of the richest collectible Miocene marine fossil
bed in the world. The fossils are found in a layer about 3'. You will see the exposed holes from previous digs. They
are in a semi soft clay that you will dig out the biggest pieces you can then carefully break apart to find the fossils. |
usually use a gad pry bar to dig out bigger pieces of the clay, about golf ball to baseball size or so. If you see any
sign of a shark tooth or fossil, you can wrap it in newspaper and later | use dental tools or a dremel tool to remove
the clay to reveal the tooth. You might want to keep some of the teeth still in the matrix, it makes a nice display. The
main thing is patience when working with fossils.

All those attend the collecting trips will be required to sign a Liability Waiver form.

PV 90 ¢: 0V P 9L : 0V P 9P ¢: 0V P WL

For economy dedicate a buff, or lap pan to a particular polish and simply recharge with fresh polish as required to
maintain effectiveness. Store in plastic bags or containers to protect from contamination.

Cerium Oxide: the best gemstone polishing compound for most uses. Best with opal, agate, quartz, obsidian. Not as
effective with soft material or stones that tend to undercut.

Micron Alumina: a5 micron polishing powder developed for computer disks. It is the best polish for seashells, pretty
good for soft stones and excellent as a pre polish in vibratory tumblers and laps not rotary tumblers.

Aluminum Oxide, MAP: Preferred by many to Linde A, this is a slightly faster and more economical rare earth polish
that we call Miracle Atomic Polish.

Tin Oxide: along time favorite, Use on leather for polishing turquoise and all soft stones.

Zirconium Oxide: a rare earth polish that is especially good for tumblers and laps. The most economical effective
polishing media. White and will not discolor gemstones.

Linde "A" A tremendous favorite with gem cutters whether faceting or polishing cabs. Relatively expensive, you
should consider polishing the stone then giving it a quick hit with Linde "A" to attain a super polish. Available as a
powder to mix with water or an emulsified cream with the consistency of hand lotion that does not separate in solution.

Oxalic Acid: used for polishing carbonate type onyx when mixed with another polish such as Tin Oxide. In a strong
solution with water, it is used to clean iron stains from specimens, i.e. Quartz. Mix with hot tap water by stirring in
oxalic crystals until the water is saturated and will not dissolve any more. Crystals forming along the sides of the
container indicate saturated solution and should they disappear, you need to add more. WARNING!! While this is a

relatively mild acid all precautions must be taken to keep it out of the eye, mouth, etc.
From Grindings, via The Emerald Gems 4/2007 Page 6




