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CLUB PURPOSE     
The purpose of the Club is to offer an opportunity for 
those who are interested in rocks, minerals and fossils, 
to gather at regular meetings, display and examine 
items of interest in the hobby, to promote and also 
encourage the art and practice of lapidary, to 
exchange experiences and ideas, to organize field 
trips for members and guests, and to promote the 
general interest in and knowledge of the hobby. 
MEETING: Visitors are welcome! 
  7:00 PM,   
  Third Wednesday of each month  
  except July & December. 

WHERE: 10739 Los Jardines West 
  Fountain Valley, Ca 92708 
WORK SHOP: At the Greene's  (members only) 
  2nd Saturday & Sunday 9 AM - noon 
          call to ask for other times 
CLUB PUBLICATIONS: All items may be quoted 
unless otherwise noted, we only ask that credit be 
given and we'll do the same. 
BARTER ADS: Free lines to members for trading 
items - as space permits.  

SANTA ANA ROCK & MINERAL CLUB 

SARM IS A MEMBER OF: 

CLUB CALENDAR - MARCH 2010 

Mar.13 & 14 SATURDAY & SUNDAY *** 
  WORKSHOP  9:00 AM  NOON 
 
Mar. 12-14 Stoddard Wells Tailgate 
 
Mar. 17 Wednesday  - Silent Auction 
  6:00 PM  - Board 
  7:00 PM  - GENERAL MEETING 
 
April10 & 11 SATURDAY & SUNDAY *** 
  WORKSHOP  9:00 AM  NOON 
  
April 21 Wednesday  
  7:00 PM  - General Meeting 
  Board Meets at 6 PM 
 
***  Call Pam or Don to set up 
         flexible dates & times to use the shop 
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The shop will be open on the second Saturday 
and Sunday of the month from  9 AM to noon, 
unless otherwise noted in Chips ’N Splinters. 
The shop is also available on “flexible hours”.  If 
you want to use the shop give us a call.  If we’re 
going to be home, you are 
welcome. 
There is a $3 use fee to 
help   cover the cost of 
the equipment, and 
someone  will be there to 
help get you started if 
you’re a beginner.  
We also have tumblers 
and a flat lap that 
members can check out 
and take home.    

Pam & Don  
 (949) 548-0752,  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 The Ant Hill field trip was cancelled due to the threat of rain and thunder storms. I had 
invited my friends Christine and Leo to bring their family and join us on the trip. I let them 
know that the trip was cancelled and would be rescheduled. They were so looking forward 
to the trip that they decided to go anyway. On Saturday they dug until it started to rain in 
the afternoon. They had so much fun they went back on Sunday to dig and explore some 
more. They are now rockhounds and plan to join our club. They found both shark teeth 
and bone as you can see in the photos as well as enjoyed the beautiful green landscape. 
Hopefully they will come to our next meeting and share more about their trip and bring 
their treasures. 

At the March meeting (for Saints Patrick's Day) could you bring green stones for the 
display table? They can be slabs, rocks, cabs or jewelry. If you don't know what the stone 
is one of our members may know. 

We will be having a silent auction for our program so bring your rocks to donate, cash, and 
a box or bucket for the items you win. 

See you then, 
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GET WELL WISHES 
Larry Griffin had knee surgery this 
month. Hope everything went well 
and you’re up and around soon. 

Aquamarine, The March Birthstone 

Aquamarine is named for the Greek word for sea water because 
it sparkles like the sea and its color is pale to medium blue, 
sometimes with a slight hint of green.  

Aquamarine Lore  Legends say that it is the treasure of mermaids, with the 
power to keep sailors safe at sea .  It is said to be a particularly strong 
charm when immersed in water (which is a good thing, since that is when 

sailors need its power the most!) 

Aquamarine was also said to have a soothing influence on land, especially on married couples. 
Its power to help husbands and wives work out their differences and ensure a long and happy 
marriage makes it a good anniversary gift.  A dream of aquamarine means that you will meet 
new friends. 

Aquamarine is a pale blue but the darker the color, the more valued it is. Connoisseurs also 
prefer a pure blue, with no green in it. If you prefer a greenish tinge, you will find that these 
stones are less expensive, yet these are the stones which have not received heat treatment! 

Aquamarine is found in Brazil, Zambia, Mozambique, Angola, Nigeria, and other countries. All the gemstones in the 
beryl family are brilliant and durable and perfect for jewelry use. 

From the internet, via Rocky Tales 3/2002 

March 25   Larry Griffin 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2010 

President Carol Williamns opened the meeting at 7 PM.  
Sue Smith let the pledge of Allegiance.  

Thanks went to Bill Miller, Carol Williams , Charlotte 
Spalding and Jim Burke for bringing display items. 

President Carol  Williams reminded members that we 
are still collecting dues  She then reported that the 
CFMS dues has been raised to $8.50 per member; and 
that we have been charging $7.50 for junior members, 
which used to cover the cost of CFMS membership. A 
motion was made to raise the dues for juniors to $8.50 
in order to cover the increase.  The motion was 
seconded and carried. 

After the business portion of the meeting members 
enjoyed cake and ice cream while playing “ROCKS“,    
(our version of BINGO), with most of the prizes 
wrapped like birthday presents in honor of SARM’s 
50th Birthday. 

The meeting adjourned at 9pm. 

Pam Greene, Acting Recording Secretary 

MARCH CLUB EVENTS 
The program for the March meeting will be one of our 
favorites, a Silent Auction.  If you have some rocks, or 
rock related items (or even some non rock related 
items) you’d like to donate for the auction, remember to 
bring them.  We always have a lot of fun at these auc-
tions, and its an opportunity to get some great speci-
mens at a fantastic price, while helping the club at the 
same time.  It’s important to keep you eye on the prize 
at these auctions.  You may think you’ve won your item, 
only to find  someone sneak in  and outbid you.  I no-
ticed a lot of “hovering” at the last auction, with some 
pretty heavy last minute bidding, but it was all in good 
fun. 

We often have visitors for the Silent Auction so remem-
ber to greet strangers and make them feel welcome.  
We want to make a good first impression. 

Since the meeting will be on St. Patrick’s Day remem-
ber to wear green, and bring green rocks for display 

Refreshments for the meting will be supplied by Ray 
Heslop, and Liam Mattison. 

CLEANING WITH ACID – HANLDE WITH CARE 

Cleaning Your Specimens Wash carefully to remove dirt. If soaking in acids or other solutions, try an inferior 
specimen first. When working with acids, remember the three A's ��Always Add the Acid to the water. Keep your 
solution fairly clean for best results. Oxalic acid is useful for rust stains; muriatic acid, for removing hematite stains; 
and hydrochloric acid is the best for removing black manganese stains. When using any of these solutions, wear 
protective clothing, goggles and rubber gloves. Household bleach works well for removing many stains but never mix 
bleach and acid. The results could be tragic.  

·  Barite: 30% hydrochloric acid solution. 
·  Beryl: Any acid solution may be used. 
·  Petrified Wood: Household bleach or oxalic acid. 
·  Bornite: Overnight in oxalic acid. 
·  Carbonated Minerals: If your specimen will not come clean in bleach, use a weak solution of oxalic acid. 
·  Chalcopyrite: Soak over night in a solution of oxalic acid, 2 oz. to a quart of water, or under close watch in 

hydrochloric acid. 
·  Copper: Nitric or hydrochloric acid. 
·  Epidote: Quick dip in nitric or sulphuric acid. 
·  Fluorite: Hydrochloric or muriatic acid, 1 part acid to 10 parts water. 
·  Galena: Soak overnight in oxalic acid. Wash well. 
·  Gold: Ammonium bifluoride. 
·  Graphite: Try any acid. 
·  Hornblend (microline, scapolite, tourmaline): Any acid except hydrofluoric, 
·  Iron (labradorite): Concentrated sulphuric acid. 
·  Marcasite: Overnight in oxalic acid solution or a very quick dip in hydrochloric acid, or it may be washed in 

ammonia water. 
·  Minerals: Hydrofluoric or sulphuric acid solution. 
·  Orthoclase: Most acids except aqua regia. 
·  Pyrite��. Overnight in oxalic acid solution or a quick dip in hydrochloric acid. Rinse in ammonia water. 
·  Silver: 1 oz. baking soda, 1 oz. salt dissolved in 2 quarts warm water in an aluminum container. 
·  Sulphide minerals: Acetic acid solution. If this doesn't work, try hydrochloric acid. 

 From Pick & Pack, via The TumbleRumble 5/08  
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March 5-6-7 2010, Newark, CA 
Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley 
Newark Pavilion 
6430 Thorton Avenue, Newark, CA 94560 
 
March 6-7 2010, Arcadia, CA 
Monrovia Rockhounds, Inc. 
Los Angles Co. Arboretum & Botanic Gardens 
301 Baldwin Ave. 
    
March 6-7 2010, Ventura, CA 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society 
Seaside Park, Ventura Co. Fairgronds 
10 W. harbor Blvd. 
     
March 12, 13-14 2010, Victorville, CA 
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Society 
Stoddard Well Tailgate (Stodrard Wells) 
Bell Mountain/Stoddard Well exit from I-15 
     
March 13-14 2010, San Marino, CA 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 
San Marino Masonic Center 
3130 Huntington Drive 
    
March 13-14 2010, Spreckels, CA 
Salinas Valley Rock & Gem Club 
Veteran's Memorial Hall 
5th & Liano Streets 
 
March 13-14 2010, Turlock, CA 
Mother Load Mineral Society 
Stanislaus Co. Fairgrounds 
900 N Broadway 
 
March 19-21 2010, San Bernardino, CA 
Orange Belt Mineralogical Society 
Western Regional Little League Ball Park 
6707 Little League Drive 
 
March 20-21 2010, Escondido, CA 
Palomar Gem & Mineral Club 
Army National Guard Armory 
304 Park Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025 
 
March 20-21 2010, Fallbrook, CA 
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society 
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society Meeting Hall 
123 W. Alvarado Street 
 

March 20-21 2010, Vallejo, CA 
Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society 
Vallejo Elks Lodge 
2850 Redwood Parkway 
 
March 27-28 2010, Angels Camp, CA 
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society 
Calaveras Co. Fairgrounds (Frog Town USA) 
Hwy 49 in Angels Camp 
 
March 27-28 2010, Lemoore, CA 
Lemoore Gem & Mineral Club 
Lemoore Trinity Hall 
470 Champion Street, Lemoore CA 
 
March 27-28 2010, Roseville, CA 
Roseville Rock Rollers 
Roseville (Placer Co.) Fairgrounds 
800 All American City Blvd. 
Hours: Sat. 10-5 Sun. 10-4 
 
March 27-28 2010, Torrance, CA 
South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society 
Torrance Recreational Center 
3341 Torrance Blvd. 
 
April 9, 10 & 11 2010, Vista, CA 
San Diego County Council 
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum 
2040 N. Santa Fe Avenue 
 
April 10-11, 2010, Lancaster, CA 
Antelope Gem & Mineral Society 
Lancaster High School 
44701 - 32nd Street West 
 
April 10-11, 2010, Mariposa, CA 
Mariposa Gem & Mineral Society 
Mariposa Co. Fairgrounds 
Hwy #49, 1.8 miles South of Mariposa 
 
April 10-11, 2010, Paradise, CA 
Paradise Gem & Mineral Society 
Elks Lodge 
6309 Clark Road 
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The Victor Valley Gem & Mineral club will host their annual “tailgate” and field trip at the Stoddard Mountain collecting 
site.  Verde Antique and Tri-colored Marble are easily located.  The small “black jade” site at the top of the hill is a little 
more elusive.   The field trip departs at 9 am on Saturday.  4x4’s are required and “jeep-pooling” is appreciated.  The 
tailgate is open to all clubs and rockhounds.  Everyone is allowed to sell or 
buy just about anything.  Most items for sale or trade are related to gems,  
minerals, findings and equipment, but you never know what might turn up!   
All selling space is FREE and on a first come basis. 

The club hosts a soft drink, coffee, and bake sale booth.  The Club does 
request vendors not to compete with products their Club offers for sale 
since the bake and drink booth is their only revenue source to pay for the 
public toilet facilities operating supplies and promotional expenses. 

Remember this is a “dry” camp area, so bring in your own water 
and other necessities.  Supplies are available at the 
Stoddard Wells I-15 exit just outside of Victorville.  
Stoddard Wells Road becomes a graded dirt road for 
seven miles to the tailgate from the Dale Evans Pkwy 
intersection and can be easily handled by motor 
homes and trailers.  Green and yellow VV Gem & 
Mineral signs will mark the route to the camping 
area.  Hope you can attend! Rain or shine (snow 
oneyear!), we will be there! Pets must be on a 
leash or in a RV at all times. 

STODDARD WELLS FIELD TRIP 
MARCH 12-14, 2010 

WILL THE REAL DUMMY PLEASE STAND UP? 

True stories - from the internet 

AT&T fired President John Walter after nine months, saying he lacked "intellectual leadership." He received a $26 
million severance package.  Perhaps it's not Walter who's lacking intelligence. 

Police in Oakland, California spent two hours attempting to subdue a Gunman who had barricaded himself inside his 
home. After firing ten tear gas canisters, officers discovered that the man was standing beside them in the police line, 
shouting, "Please come out and give yourself up." 

An Illinois man, pretending to have a gun, kidnapped a motorist and forced him to drive to two different automated teller 
machines, wherein the kidnapper proceeded to withdraw money from his own bank accounts. 

A man walked into a Topeka, Kansas Kwik Stop, and asked for all the money in the cash drawer. Apparently, the take 
was too small, so he tied up the store clerk and worked the counter himself for three hours until police showed up and 
grabbed him. 

Police in Los Angeles had good luck with a robbery suspect who just couldn't control himself during a line-up. When 
detectives asked each man in the line-up to repeat the words, "Give me all your money or I'll shoot," the man shouted, 
"That's not what I said!"  

A man spoke frantically into the phone, "My wife is pregnant and her contractions are only two minutes apart!" "Is this 
her first child?" the doctor asked. "No!" the man shouted, "This is her husband!"  

NOT THE SHARPEST TOOL IN THE SHED!:  In Modesto California, a man tried to hold up a Bank of America branch 
without a weapon. He used a thumb and a finger to simulate a gun, but unfortunately, he failed to keep his hand in his 
pocket. (hellllllooooooo!) 

THE GRAND FINALE:  Down on Lake Isabella, located in the high desert, an hour east of Bakersfield, California, some 
folks, new to boating, were having a problem. No matter how hard they tried, they couldn't get their brand new 22ft Bay 
liner to perform. It wouldn't get on a plane at all, and it was very sluggish in almost every maneuver, no matter how 
much power was applied. After about an hour of trying to make it go, they putted to a nearby marina, thinking someone 
there could tell them what was wrong. A thorough topside check revealed everything in perfect working condition.  The 
engine ran fine, the out drive went up and down, and the prop was the correct size and pitch. So, one of the marina 
guys jumped in the water to check underneath. He came up choking on water; he was laughing so hard.    NOW 
REMEMBER THIS IS TRUE.... Under the boat, still strapped securely in place, was the trailer.. 


