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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Carol Williams 714-963-8448 
Vice President Charlotte Spalding 714 531-4058 
Rec'd Secretary Regina Knezevich  714 809-3641 
Treasurer Pam Greene 949 548-0752 
Corres. Secretary Carole Heslop 714-960-7058 
Parliamentarian     

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Award Chairman Empty   
Exhibits Empty  
Federation Sue Smith 949 233-1476 
Field Trip Mike Anglin 949 348-0808 
Historian  
Hospitality Carole Heslop 714 960-7058 
Membership Pam Greene 949 548-0752 
Photographer  
Program Charlotte Spalding 714 531-4058 
Property/shop Don Greene 949 548-0752 
Editor Pam Greene 949 548-0752 
  Email:  Pam.greene@ca.rr.com  
  FAX:  949 548-8117 
WEB SITE:  http://www.sarmclub.com 
Web master Daiv Freeman  949 547-1384 
  
WORK SHOP: At the Greene's  (members only) 
  2nd Saturday & Sunday 9 AM - noon 
          call to ask for flexible times 
 

Santa Ana Rock & Mineral 
P.O. Box 51 

Santa Ana, CA  92702 
 

CLUB PURPOSE     
The purpose of the Club is to offer an opportunity for those 
who are interested in rocks, minerals and fossils, to gather at 
regular meetings, display and examine items of interest in 
the hobby, to promote and also encourage the art and 
practice of lapidary, to exchange experiences and ideas, to 
organize field trips for members and guests, and to promote 
the general interest in and knowledge of the hobby. 
MEETING: Visitors are welcome! 
  7:00 PM,  3rd Wednesday of the month  
  except July & December. 
WHERE: 10739 Los Jardines West 
  Fountain Valley, Ca 92708 
 
SARM is a member of CFMS 

 (California Federation of Mineralogical Societies) 
For more information on shows and events 

check out their web site at : 
   http://www.cfmsinc.org 

 
CLUB PUBLICATIONS: All items may be quoted unless 
otherwise noted, we only ask that credit be given and we'll 
do the same. 
BARTER ADS: Free lines to members for trading 
items - as space permits.  

SANTA ANA ROCK & MINERAL CLUB 

CLUB CALENDAR - MAY, 2010 

May 8 & 9  SATURDAY & SUNDAY *** 
  WORKSHOP  9:00 AM  NOON 
 
May 19  Wednesday  -   
   7:00 PM  - General Meeting 
   California Minerals 
   100 Miles of Agates (Oregon Coast) 
  Board Meets at 6 PM 
 
May 21-23 Jalama Beach Campout 
  & Field trip 
 
June 12 & 13 SATURDAY & SUNDAY *** 
  WORKSHOP  9:00 AM  NOON 
  
June 16 Wednesday  
  7:00 PM  - General Meeting 
  Board Meets at 6 PM 
 
***  Call Pam or Don to set up 
         flexible dates & times to use the shop  

SOME “ PUN”  ISHMENT 
King Ozymandias of Assyria was running low on cash after 
years of war with the Hittites. His last great possession was 
the Star of the Euphrates, the most valuable diamond in the 
ancient world. Desperate, he went to Croesus, the 
pawnbroker, to ask for a loan. 
Croesus said, "I'll give you 100,000 dinars for it". 
 "But I paid a million dinars for it," the King protested. "Don't 
you know who I am? I am the king!" 
 Croesus replied, "When you wish to pawn a Star, makes no 
difference who you are." 

(From Delvings , VIA Palomar Gem 3/2010)  

Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of the 
time, which produced an impressive set of calluses on his 
feet.  He also ate very little, which made him rather frail and 
with his odd diet, he suffered from bad breath.  This made 
him (ahem) a super callused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis. 

Via The AFMS Newslettter 9/2003  

A three-legged dog walks into a saloon in the Old West.  He 
slides up to the bar and announces; “I’m looking for the man 
who shot my paw.” 
  
And finally, there was the person who sent ten different puns 
to friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns would 
make them laugh.  Unfortunately, no pun in ten did. 

Via The AFMS Newslettter 9/2003  
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VIA Del Aire Bulletin 5/09 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I hope you enjoyed our speaker Elaine Ferrari Santhon as much as I did. She was very informative in her talk on 
Birthstones. I know we are all most interested about our own birthstone, but this was an opportunity to learn about all 
the gemstones. 
I'm really looking forward to the Jalama trip. Enjoying the outdoors with friends, collecting rocks and visiting, playing 
games and eating, what could be any better? Remember you don't have to camp, you can spend the night in a 
motel in Lompoc. 
Hope you are figuring out what delicious recipe you will be preparing for the Saturday potluck. 
At the May meeting could you bring white and clear stones for the display table? They can be slabs, rocks, cabs, 
jewelry or carvings. 
See you at the meeting, 

� ����� ����� ����� ����� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � ����

May 8 Lu Cizek 
May 8 Michael Salas 

GRAPHITE 
Graphite is the hardest, most stable form of carbon and is sometimes referred to as "meta��anthracite", 
which would  make it a higher grade of coal than the best anthracite!  Graphite, fortunately, is so 

dense that it is hard to ignite, so we can use it instead as the "lead" in pencils, as the electrodes in arc 
lamps, as a dry lubricant for door locks, and as a mold release for specialty metal castings at very high 

and very low temperatures. 
China produces about 80% of all the graphite in the world, followed by Brazil, Canada and Mexico. Graphite 

occurs in three different environments: (1) crystalline flake graphite associated with quartz, micas and tourmalines; (2) 
amorphous granite (actually, very fine particles) is the result of the thermal metamorphism of coal, and is the last 
phase of "coalification"; and (3) lump or vein ��granite that occurs as massive platy intergrowths of needle��like fibers 
and is probably hydrothermal in origin. 

(summarized from Wikipedia article, via The Pegmatite 9/07  
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Ventifact Hill  
Just north of Badwater,  in Death Valley, 
this low ridgeline extends into the main 
valley. Due to the frequent strong winds 
(often bearing blowing sand) coming 
from the same direction, the basalt 
boulders on this ridge slowly get carved 
into wedged shapes called ventifacts.  

DESERT VENTIFACTS 
Do you know what a ventifact is?  Rocks, which have been 
etched, polished or sculpted by sand-carry winds, are called 
ventifacts.  The surface patterns of any particular rocks 
depens upon many factors, including its mineral composition, 
orientation in relation to the prevailing wind direction and 
slope. 

Wind is one of the most important agents of erosion in 
deserts.  The arid environment and spare vegetation leave 
the land exposed and vulnerable to the effects of winds and 
wind-carried debris.  In Coachella Valley for example, strong 
winds can last for days and have been known to reach speed 
in excess of 100 mph in San Gorgonio Pass.  Even moderate 
air movements may pickup objects, 
such as sand particles, from dry 
surfaces and turn them into 
projectiles colliding with anything in 
their path.  The sand-charged 
winds are exceedingly abrasive, 
etching car windshields, wooden 
power poles or solid rock 

From MOROCKS< via The Tumble Rumble 10/09 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2010 

President Carol Williams opened the meeting at 7:20 PM.  with 
the pledge of Allegiance.  

Pam Greene gave the Treasurer and Shop Reports.  Carl 
O’Dell and Jim Church  reported on the Field trip to the North 
Cady Mountains .  A signup sheet was on the table for the 
Jalama Beach Field trip on May on May 21-23, and Janet 
Salas and Steve Wolfe talked about what was available at 
Jalama. 

The club garage sale has been set for October 2,  at the 
Greene’s, so start saving items to bring for the sale 

Carl O’Dell and Bill Miller brought blue stones for the display 
table, and told what they were. 

Thanks went to Janet Salas, Charlotte Spalding for bringing 
the great refreshments.  Carol Williams and Pam Greene 
volunteered to bring refreshments to the May meeting. 

Elaine Ferrari-Santhon was our speaker for the evening.  She 
gave a very interesting and informative, presentation on 
Birthstones, with lots of pictures and details about their origins 
and history.   

We had a collections of outstanding raffle prizes, thanks to the 
many members who brought donations, with special thanks to 
Steve Wolfe for some great petrified wood, and other 
specimens.  

The meeting adjourned at  9pm. 

Pam Greene, Acting Recording Secretary 

MAYCLUB MEETING 
Our program for May  will be slide presentations from 
the CFMS library.  The slides will be on “California 
minerals”, and  “100 Miles of Agates” , a field trip 
showing the more fruitful agate and jasper hunting 
areas on the Oregon coast (or as much of them as 
time permits.).  They sound great, so I hope we have a 
great turnout.  
Refreshments for the meting will be supplied by Carol 
Williams and Pam Greene.   

Hope to see you there! 

A MOTHERA MOTHERA MOTHER   

·  Somebody said it takes about six weeks to get 
back to normal after you've had a baby.  
Somebody doesn't know that once you're a 
mother, "normal" is history. 

·  Somebody said you learn how to be a mother by 
instinct.  Somebody never took a three-year-old 
shopping. 

·  Somebody said being a mother is boring.   Somebody 
never rode in a car driven by a teenager with a driver's 
permit. 

·  Somebody said if you're a "good" mother, your child will 
"turn out good".  Somebody thinks a child comes with 
directions and a guarantee. 

·  Somebody said "good" mothers never raise their voices.  
Somebody never came out the back door just in time to 
see her child hit a golf ball through the neighbor's kitchen 
window. 

·  Somebody said you don't need an education to be a 
mother.  Somebody never helped a fourth grader with his 
math. 

·  Somebody said you can't love the second child as much 
as you love the first.  Somebody doesn't have two 
children. 

·  Somebody said a mother can find all the answers to her 
child-rearing questions in the books.  Somebody never 
had a child stuff beans up his nose or in his ears. 

·  Somebody said the hardest part of being a mother is 
labor and delivery.  Somebody never watched her "baby" 
get on the bus for the first day of kindergarten, or on a 
plane headed for military "boot camp". 

·  Somebody said a mother can do her job with her eyes 
closed and one hand tied behind her back.  Somebody 
never organized seven giggling Brownies to sell cookies. 

·  Somebody said a mother can stop worrying after her 
child gets married.  Somebody doesn't know that  
marriage adds a new son or daughter-in-law to 
a  mother's heartstrings. 

·  Somebody said a mother's job is done when 
her last child leaves home.  Somebody 
never had  grandchildren. 

·  Somebody said your mother 
knows you love her, so you don't 
need to tell her.  Somebody isn't a  
mother.   
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May 7-9 2010, Costa Mesa, CA 
Gem Faire (Admission $5 weekend pass)  
Orange County Fair & Event Center 
88 Fair Drive,  Building 10 
 
May 8-9 2010, Reno, NV 
Reno Gem and Mineral Society 
Reno Livestock Events Center Exhibit Hall 
1350 N. Wells Ave., Reno, NV 
 
May 14, 15, & 16 2010, Anderson, CA 
Superior-Cal Gem and Mineral Society 
Shasta Fairgrounds 
1890 Briggs St. 
 
May 15-16 2010, Yucaipa, CA 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society 
Yucaipa Community Center 
34900 Oak Glen Road 
 

June 4-6 2010, Woodland Hills, CA 
Rockatomics Gem and Mineral Society 
Pierce College 
6201 Winnetka Ave., Woodland Hills 
 
June 5-6 2010, Glendora, CA 
Glendora Gems 
Goddard Middle School 
859 East Sierra Madre 
 
June 18-20 2010, Whittier, CA 
AFMS/CFMS Show and Convention  Hosted by  
North Orange County Gem and Mineral Society 
So. CA University of Health Sciences Campus 
16200 E. Amber Valley Rd., Whittier CA 
 
June 19-20 2010, Cayucos, CA 
San Luis Obispo Gem & Mineral Club 
Cayucos Vets Hall (next to Cayucos Pier) 
10 Cayucos Drive 

Spectrum Sunstone Mines  
Spectrum Mine is a 20 acre privately owned patented mining claim located 27 miles northeast of Plush, 
OR. Once owned by Tiffany’s of New York, it is Oregon’s first commercially operated Oregon Sunstone 
mine. Also, it is one of the richest color Oregon sunstone deposits in the world, producing up to one kilo 
of colored sunstones per cubic yard of dirt. In June of 2004 Chris Rose, owner of Spectrum Mine, found 
a single pocket that contained ¾ kilo of red labradorite sunstone. As a direct result of this claim Oregon 
Sunstones were legally declared a gemstone by the federal government in the 1970’s and then became 
the official state gemstone of Oregon in 1987. Oregon is the only place in the world where these rare 
red labradorite gemstones can be found. These relatively inexpensive gems come in red, green, 
watermelon, dichroic, schiller, clear, and even blue and purple. Most valuable are the red, green, 
dichroic (changes color from side-to-side) and color-change (changes color under different lighting conditions). Oregon Sunstones 
are plagioclase feldspar formed in lava flows that cover much of southeastern Oregon. Within the lava flow is a matrix in which the 
colored sunstones are found. The sunstone flow is usually (not always) covered by a hard cap-rock known as Basalt that can be 
up to several feet thick. Feldspar crystals can be found in the Basalt that covers sunstone deposits. Red labradorite or andesine, to 
our knowledge, has never been PROVEN to have been found anywhere in the world outside of Oregon. Calling red labradorite 
“Sunstone” is confusing because there are several other non related adventurescent gemstones from India and Tanzania being 
called sunstone. We use the name Oregon Sunstone to describe the translucent adventurescent/schiller, labradorite/andesine 
containing light reflecting native copper platelets. Spectrum Sunstone Mine is open daily to the public for a free sunstone dig and a 
variety of other high-grade sunstone fee digs, from May 15th through October 15th (keep all you find)  
For more information please visit us at: www.highdesertgemsandminerals.com� 

CLEANING GEODE CENTERS 
Do you have trouble getting the polishing powder out of the 
centers of geodes after polishing them? Try soaking them in 
water for a few days or even a week then squirt them with a 
water pick. It also works on crystal clusters to get the muck 
and dirt out. The long soaking softens the foreign materials so 
squirting water can gradually dislodge it. Rust stains on the 
outside of crystals can be removed with rust removers found 
at the hardware store.  

By Alice Needham from the Rock Leger, 1980?.via mlms Ghost Sheet 1/2010 

FIELD TRIP HINT 
Take a large plastic garbage bag along on your next field trip. 
You can sit on it while digging, wear it to cut wind and rain, 
spread it on the ground for your lunch, then carry your trash 
home in it. ��  

Source unknown via Moroks 4/00. 
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This is one of our favorite field trips.  Even if you’re not a rock collector 
it’s a lot of fun.  Jalama Beach is a County campground north of Santa 
Barbara. There are toilets, showers, a small store with a small disply of 
locally found whale bone, agate, Indian artifacts, etc., and a fast food 
stand that serves a really great hamburger. There is also an area to 
dump your holding tanks, but bring your own water hose because theirs 
is always missing. There is no gas here, so if you need to fill up, do it in 
Santa Barbara. 

Approximately 190 miles from Huntington Beach, Jalama Beach is 
close enough for a day trip and the drive up the coast is beautiful, so we 
hope to see some of you non-campers there.  

We have reserved a group camp site, so you don’t pay at the gate.  Say 
you are with the Santa Ana Rock & Mineral Group, and pay Pam 
Greene because the club has already paid for this site.  Our site has a 
large barbecue pit and a grassy area with plenty of tables to handle 
everyone.  There is also a large area to pitch tents on the grass.   

Petrified wood, sea shells, some jade, travertine whalebone, fossils, 
and Indian artifacts can be found along the beach, and in the adjoining 
hills. The best digging time for whale bone is low tide - day time. The 
digging spot is 2-3 miles down the beach to the second point. 

Bring: fire wood, shovel, chisels & sledge to get out travertine and a 
back pack to carry material back to camp, warm clothing (it can get cold 
and windy), rain gear just in case, sun screen, and potluck supplies for 
the great potluck dinner on Saturday evening.  You might also bring surf 
fishing gear (dig your own sand crabs for bait), or scuba gear (spear 
your dinner), and the area is great for kite flying. 

Come for the day, or the weekend, you’ll have a great time.   

PETRIFIED WHALE BONE 
On Saturday morning, May 22, the club will be taking a field trip from Jalama Beach to collect 
whale bone.    As anyone who has made this trip will tell you, this is a LONG walk, and it is even 
longer on the return because of the extra weight.  They will also tell you it is well worth it! 
If you plan on joining us, pack a lunch and plenty of water, wear comfortable walking shoes, and bring a 
backpack or something to carry your treasures back in. 

JALAMA BEACH FIELD TRIP MAY 21-23 

Black petrified wood, when polished has no resemblance to 
wood at all. It looks like a plain black polished stone. You can 
highlight some of the beautiful grain structure by bleaching it. 
Soak the cut and sanded pieces in household bleach for 2 to 4 
weeks, replenishing the solutions when needed. When the 
desired grain contrast has been obtained, remove the pieces, 
and polish. Some extremely interesting pieces can be 
obtained by this method.  

Via MLMS Ghost Sheet 3/2010 

A good all-around glue for gluing bails, pinbacks, bell caps, 
etc. is Elmer’s Stix-all.  It is non toxic, non flammable, flexible 
and strong, as well as impact resistant.  While it sets up fast, 
complete curing takes 24 hours.  Elmer’s Stix-all can be 
purchased at most gem shops, hardware and variety stores. 
 
Need two cabs of exactly the same size?  Glue two slabs 
together with a paper between them.  Cut to size, and 
separate by soaking in warm water. 
 

Polishing tips 
Using material of equal hardness, and high quality stones will 
give you the best result.  After first coarse run, remove any 
stones with pits or those not completely shaped. Run these 
again with coarse grit run. Hard material 80-100-220-400; 
Medium hard material 100-220-400; or Soft 220-400-600. 
Wash everything thoroughly between each change of grit!  

Viamlms Shost sheet 5/2010  

When cutting jade,  the more milky the water is the better the 
grade of jade. If the water isn’t milky, then you don’t have true 
jade – you have something else.  

Gem Scoop, via  MLMS Ghost Sheet 1/2010 

To remove saw oil after cutting, place the slab in a basin filled 
with either kitty litter or any type of oil dry. Completely cover 
the slab for at least one half hour and then wash with soapy 
cool to warm water. Don't use hot water as it may fracture  
your slab. Using a small brush will help. If the oil is still 
noticeable, use a cleansing powder and brush again and 
rinse. 

Via Emerald Gems 5/2006  

SHOP HINTS 


