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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Carol Williams 714-963-8448 
Vice President Charlotte Spalding 714 531-4058 
Rec'd Secretary Regina Knezevich  714 809-3641 
Treasurer Pam Greene 949 548-0752 
Corres. Secretary Carole Heslop 714-960-7058 
Parliamentarian     

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Award Chairman Empty   
Exhibits Empty  
Federation Sue Smith 949 233-1476 
Field Trip Mike Anglin 949 348-0808 
Historian  
Hospitality Carole Heslop 714 960-7058 
Membership Pam Greene 949 548-0752 
Photographer  
Program Charlotte Spalding 714 531-4058 
Property/shop Don Greene 949 548-0752 
Editor Pam Greene 949 548-0752 
  Email:  Pam.greene@ca.rr.com  
  FAX:  949 548-8117 
WEB SITE:  http://www.sarmclub.com 
Web master Daiv Freeman  949 547-1384 
  
WORK SHOP: At the Greene's  (members only) 
  2nd Saturday & Sunday 9 AM - noon 
          call to ask for flexible times 
 

Santa Ana Rock & Mineral 
P.O. Box 51 

Santa Ana, CA  92702 
 

CLUB PURPOSE     
The purpose of the Club is to offer an opportunity for those 
who are interested in rocks, minerals and fossils, to gather at 
regular meetings, display and examine items of interest in 
the hobby, to promote and also encourage the art and 
practice of lapidary, to exchange experiences and ideas, to 
organize field trips for members and guests, and to promote 
the general interest in and knowledge of the hobby. 
MEETING: Visitors are welcome! 
  7:00 PM,  3rd Wednesday of the month  
  except July & December. 
WHERE: 10739 Los Jardines West 
  Fountain Valley, Ca 92708 
 
SARM is a member of CFMS 

 (California Federation of Mineralogical Societies) 
For more information on shows and events 

check out their web site at : 
   http://www.cfmsinc.org 

 
CLUB PUBLICATIONS: All items may be quoted unless 
otherwise noted, we only ask that credit be given and we'll 
do the same. 
BARTER ADS: Free lines to members for trading 
items - as space permits.  

SANTA ANA ROCK & MINERAL CLUB 

CLUB CALENDAR - AUGUST,  2010 

Aug 14-15 SATURDAY & SUNDAY *** 
  WORKSHOP  9:00 AM  NOON 
 
Aug 18  Wednesday  -   
   7:00 PM  - General Meeting 
   Board Meets at 6 PM 
 
Aug. 28 ANNUAL PICNIC 
  11 AM until it’s over 

   
     *******NEW SHOP HOURS******** 
    First Saturday & following Sunday 
Sept. 4 & 5 SATURDAY & SUNDAY *** 
  WORKSHOP  9:00 AM  NOON 
  
Sept 15 Wednesday  
  7:00 PM  - General Meeting 
  Board Meets at 6 PM 
 
***  Call Pam or Don to set up 
         flexible dates & times to use the shop  

 

 

WITH AGE COMES WISDOM.  
An old guy loves to fish. He was sitting in his boat 
the other day when he heard voice say, "Pick me 
up."  
He looked around and couldn't see any one. He 
thought he was dreaming when he heard the voice 
says again, "Pick me up."  
He looked in the water and there, floating on the top, 
was a frog.   
The man said, "Are you talking to me?" 
The frog said, "Yes, I'm talking to you. Pick me up! 
Then kiss me and I'll turn into the most beautiful 
woman you have ever seen. I'll make sure that all of 
your friends are envious and jealous because you 
will have me as your bride." 
The man looked at the frog for a short time, reached 
over, picked it up carefully, and placed it in his front 
shirt pocket. 
Then the frog said, "What! Are you nuts? 
Didn't you hear what I said? I said kiss 
me and I will be your beautiful bride." 
He opened his pocket, looked at the 
frog and said, "Nah, at my age I'd 
rather have a talking frog." 

Via Victor Valley Gem & Mineral  
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
The month of August is named after Agustus, the first Roman Emperor, and Great 
nephew of Julius Caesar. 
The special flowers for August are the poppy and the gladiolus. 
On August 3, 1492  Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain on his first voyage across 
the Atlantic, and on August 26, 1920 the 19th Amendment, giving women the right to 
vote, was proclaimed. 
 

The birthstones for August are sardonyx and peridot. 
 

Peridot:  The New Grolier Electronic Encyclopedia pronounces it "per-i-doh", but 
Webster's Dictionary pronounces it "per-i-dat" so it looks like either way is correct.  

Peridot is gem-quality Olivine, a ferromagnesian silicate mineral, and is 
transparent olive green with a hardness of 6.5 to 7, a vitreous luster, and 
a specific gravity of 3.3 to 3.4. 

Peridot is found on Saint John's Island in the Red Sea, in 
Burma, and in the  southwestern United States.  The finest peridot has been produced from the 
mines on Saint John's Island in the Red Sea since at least AD 70.  Burmese peridot is noted for its size.  

Peridot is associated with the astrological sign of Libra and is assigned to the sun.    It is believed to cure liver 
disease and dropsy, to free the mind from envious thoughts, and to dispel terrors of the night, for full magical power it 
should be set in gold. 

 

Sardonyx:  A fibrous, chalcedonic mineral, a banded variety of cryptocrystalline quartz that 
is similar to onyx and agate, sardonyx consists of parallel layers of clear red or reddish-brown 
carnelian or sard, alternating with layers of white chalcedony. The reddish color is caused by 
impurities of iron oxide. As a gem, sardonyx is cut so that the layers are visible on the faces. 
It was valued by the Romans and other ancient people.  In the middle ages it was believed to 
banish grief and woe, and the help bring happiness.  It is used in cameos and intaglios. The 
chief sources are Brazil, Uruguay, Madagascar, India, and Texas. 

Ref. The New Grolier Electronic Encyclopedia, Encarta 97, Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia, The Complete Metalsmith - by Tim McCreight 

Aug. 12 Ken Worden 
Aug. 18 Carl O’Dell 
Aug. 26 John Robinson 

TIP: POLISHING PERIDOT 
Some experienced faceters report that a drop of lemon juice 
or vinegar will speed things considerably.  The slight acid 
seems responsible for the improvement; just remember to 
rinse laps and splash pans with plain water when you are 
through. 

SMX Matrix, VIA Ghost Sheet 6/09 

CLEANING BUFFS 
When polishing stones, sometimes fine threadlike scratches 
develop. These may be due to grit which has penetrated the 
polish buff. One grain will do it. To clean, hold a strip of 
plywood or balsawood firmly against the buff. The grit will 
embed itself in the wood, leaving the buff clean.  

From Slab Gab 7/93, via The Nugget 2/99 

Starting in September the shop will be open on the First 
Saturday, and following Sunday of each month  from  9 AM 
to noon.   Hopefully this will make it easier to remember and 
more members will attend. 
Remember, if you want to use the shop at other  than the 
scheduled times  
call Pam or Don at (949) 548-0752,  
if we’re going to be home, you are welcome. 
There is a $3 use fee to help cover the cost of the 
equipment, and someone  will be there to help to get you 
started if you’re a beginner.  
We also have tumblers and a flat lap that members can 
check out and take home.  

Looking for a cool outing this summer.  The L.A . Museum 
of Natural History is the place to go.  Besides having one  of  
the best gem & mineral displays in the world, you can see 
dioramas halls of North American, and African  mammals, 
life size replicas of dinosaurs, archaeological treasures from 
ancient Latin America, and much, much more.  You can 
spend the whole day and not see half of the displays., and 
all for a very low cost.  
Adults  $9     Seniors (62+)  $6.50 
Students 18 and over with ID  $6.50 
Children 13-17  $6.50  Children 5-12  $2 
Children under 4   FREE 

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
900 Exposition Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90007  
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2010 

President Carol Williams opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.  Liam 
Mattison led the pledge of Allegiance.  

Pam Greene gave the Treasurer and Shop Reports.   

ON THE DISPLAY TABLE:  Carol Williams and Pam Greene 
brought rocks they found at Jalama Beach.  Carol Heslop 
brought necklaces she made, and Ray Heslop brought orange 
rocks.  Carol Williams and Ray Heslop also brought lots of 
rocks to put on the FREE table. 

PROGRAM:  The programs for the evening was “YOU’RE 
OTHER HOBBY”, - members were to bring items from their 
other hobbies, and give a short talk about them.  We had a 
great turnout with a lot of variety.  What a group of talented 
members we have!!.  Chris Mattison brought a quilt of  Kids 
doing the hula, Jim Burke brought several water color paintings 
he did, and some of his train collection.  Don Greene brought 
leather holsters he made, and Pam Greene brought a Victorian 
costume she made.  Carol Heslop showed us some of her tole 
and bead work,   Liam Mattision brought a huge plane he made 
from leggos, and Carol Williams showed us some of the 
beautiful quilts she’s made.   

Thanks went to Carl O’Dell for bringing the refreshments. 

Once again we  had a great collection of raffle prizes, thanks to 
the many members who brought donations.  

Chris Mattison, and Carol Williams volunteered to bring 
refreshments for the August meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at  9pm. 

Pam Greene, Acting Recording Secretary 

AUGUST  CLUB MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 18, 2010  

The program for this month will be a movie titled “Mineral Col-
lecting in and around Quartzsite & Parker Arizona”.  I’ll  have 
some maps of the sites for handouts. 

I now have access to a projector to show dvd’s and slide shows 
from my computer, and I’m anxious to see how it works.  The 
good news is we won’t have to crowd around a tiny TV screen 
to see the movie if everything works the wayit should. 

Remember to bring any great rocks you’ve found over the sum-
mer for show and tell. 

Refreshments for the meeting will be provided by Chris Matti-
son, and Carol Williams. 

Don’t forget the picnic on Saturday the 28th at the Greene’s.  
It’s a great time to relax and get to know your fellow rock-
hounds, there’s always lots of good food, games to play, and 
the shop equipment will be available if you want to work on 
something. 

UNSOLVED MYSTERIES of OUR  WORLD'S PAST 

A cube of metal carefully machined, notched and rounded on 
one side was found in the center of a block of coal in Austria 
in 1885.  It's still in the museum in Salzburg and no one can 
explain it.  Basing their conclusions on the age of the coal 
bed, various experts estimate it to be 300,000 years old. 

Another enigma is the "Plain of Jars”, in Laos. It came by its 
name because it is literally strewn with huge stone jars, some 
over 6 feet high. Some are so huge they can hold 6 men. 
There are over a thousand of these particular artifacts 
scattered over the high plateau surrounded by mountains. 
Carved out of limestone and granite, no one knows who 
carved them, when, or why? One last mystery, though many 
battles have ravaged these plains, most devastating were the 
secret battles and air raids of the Second Indochina War. 
Hundreds of thousands of bombs rained down upon the 
plains, destroying among 
others, the beautiful town 
of Xiann��Kuang, while 
running battles were fought 
and lost among the jars.  
American bombers also 
jettisoned unused bombs 
over the Plains as they 
returned from raids on 
Vietnam.  Yet, despite all 
the surrounding 
devastation, the jars were 
virtually untouched. 

Or, how about Peter T. Lund and the Laserstones of Portland, 
Maine. The Laserstones are supposedly a collection of stone 
artifacts made by laser, or similar beam technology, some 
thousands of years ago. According to a local geophysicist, 
"they appear deliberately shaped by a process involving 
intense heat."  Fashioned from European beach cobbles, they 
range from  softball size to bigger than a basketball. The cuts 
on the stones are made with extreme precision through the 
hardest basalt,  granite,  and other minerals. The manner in 
which they were made is inconsistent with any prehistoric 
technology. it is, however, totally consistent with the effects, 
from a laser beam. 

Hy��Grader 2/06, et al; via Del Air Bulletin 9/07 

 HINTS 

Did you know that malachite is very poisonous in its raw state?  
Never lick the material to see the color.  Don’t even repeatedly 
lick your finger and apply.  When you grind, wipe the 
contaminated oil off your skin right away.  If you smoke and the 
taste becomes very sweet you are absorbing the malachite 
dust.  The copper oxide dust is mixing with the moisture in your 
mouth and reacting to the tar in the tobacco, turning it into 
saccharin.  Needless to say, you should take some immediate 
steps to stop the inhalation. 

From Amador Nugget, via The Tumble Rumble 9/2009 

Newer rockhounds, going to shows, see slabs in water looking 
so great and colorful, but by holding the slab out of the water 
you can detect the fast drying surfaces and also see the telltale 
signs of slower drying fractures and cracks. 

Via the Tumble Rumble 9/2009 

Dissolve Epsom salts (magnesium sulfate) in a pot of boiling 
water until no more will dissolve. Add a drop or two of white 
glue (not critical). Brush a small amount of the liquid onto a 
glass or bottle. The liquid will quickly evaporate, leaving behind 
a film of delicate crystals.  

 Via the Tumble Rumble 8/ 2008    

Clean the rubber rollers on your tumbler with lacquer thinner. It 
will also prolong the life of windshield blades if they are wiped 
with a rag dipped in lacquer thinner twice a year. Keeps them 
pliable and eliminates drying out.  

Via the Tumble Rumble 8/ 2008   
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IGNEOUS ROCKS 
Igneous rocks are rocks formed underground and aboveground by volcanoes. Aboveground rocks are caused 
when melted rock (magma) flows out of a volcano onto all the area around it. When magma appears on the 
surface we call it ' lava '. As the lava is on the surface it freezes quickly because of the cool atmospheric 
climate. These aboveground igneous rocks can also be classified as extrusive igneous 
rocks.  
Igneous rocks can also be formed underground. These underground rocks can be 
described as plutonic or intrusive. They're formed when magma unable to flow 

aboveground are trapped in small pockets of the earth's surface. The magma will eventually cool down 
over thousands or millions of years. 

August 6, 7 & 8 2010, Nipomo, CA 
Orcutt Mineral Society 
St. Joseph's Church 
298 S. Thompson Ave. 
 
August 7 & 8 2010, San Francisco, CA 
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society 
San Francisco Co. Fair Bldg. (Hall of Flowers) 
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park 
 
 August 21-22 2010, Orangevale, CA 
Treasure Trove of Gems 
Orangevale Community Center 
6826 Hazel Ave. 
 
September 3-6 2010, Fort Bragg, CA 
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society 
Town Hall 
Corner of Main & Laurel 
 
September 11-12 2010, Downey, CA 
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 
Woman's Club of Downey 
9813 Paramount Blvd. 
 

September 18-19 2010, Redwood City, CA 
Sequoia Gem & Mineral Society 
Community Activities Building 
1400 Roosevelt Ave. 
 
September 18-19 2010, Paso Robles, CA 
Santa Lucia Rockhounds 
Pioneer Park 
2010 Riverside Drive 
 
September 18-19 2010, Stockton, CA 
Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Club 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center 
33 W. Alpine Ave. 
 
September 25-26 2010, Monterey, CA 
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society 
Monterey Fairgrounds 
2004 Fairgrounds Road  

 

METAMORPHIC 
Metamorphic rocks are rocks that have changed from 
sedimentary to igneous rocks. They're formed when rocks 
under immense pressure cause heat to build up. When under 
these circumstances they change physically and chemically. 
Metamorphic means 'changed in form'.  A gneiss is an 
example of a metamorphic rock. 

SEDIMENTARY ROCKS 

Sedimentary rocks are formed by pressing sediments (loose particles) 
together in land or large expanses of water like seas or lakes. They can 
also be made of crystallization (when particles freeze up together) of 
dissolved minerals. 

Sediments are rock particles such as mud, sand or pebbles which are 
brought into the sea by waves or rivers. They can also be remains of 
plants or animals. Some different types of sedimentary rocks are: 
conglomerate  or or breccia and sandstone, siltsonte, shale, akrose, grey 
lake and claystone. 
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ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC -  BBQ   
SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 11:00 AM UNTIL IT’S OVER 

Plan on a leisurely day of good food,  good friends, and good 
fun!!   

The annual club picnic will 
be at Pam & Don Greene’s 
again this year (See map) 
if you get lost the phone 
number is (949) 548-0752.   

This club event is for 
everyone, so bring friends, family and visitors.   It’s a great opportunity to 
visit with your fellow club members, and to get your friends and family 
interested in your club.  

We’ll have games to play for big and little kids, and lots of great food.  The 
club will provide hot dogs & hamburgers with all the trimmings, drinks, 
plates, and tableware.  Each family should bring a potluck dish to share 
(dessert, salad, main dish or whatever takes your fancy), and if you have 
some favorite games, bring them along to share.. 

Since the shop is now at the Greene’s it will also be available for use,  and 
if you want to share your craft ideas bring them along. They don’t necessar-
ily have to be rock related.  

TODAY©S JADE 
A lot of new material has come on the market lately labeled "genuine jade". It includes 
some of the most beautiful and desirable apple green and lavender shades, formerly 
the rarest colors. Jewelry made with the jade of these colors now sells for $5 to $50. It 
had sold for $500 to $500,000! The difference is the use of new dyes, forced into the raw 
material through various "pickling" and vacuum injection processes, probably in China. 
While the highest priced jades (as determined by color) have always been imitated, simulated, or 

substituted, there has never been the quantity that now appears everywhere. It is found in chain discount stores, the 
shops of local jewelers, and of course, the online stores and television shopping networks. 
Let's briefly recap what we know about "jade". As popularly used in the U.S., "Jade" refers to two distinct materials, 
namely nephrite and jadeite. Nephrite is a calcium��magnesium silicate, an amphibole rock in the same 
mineralogical series as actinolite and tremolite. Although its hardness is generally recognized in the 6.5��7 range, its 
fibrous crystalline structure makes it one of nature's "toughest" materials. It is found throughout the world, comes in 
many colors from black to white, and has been used for utilitarian, ceremonial and artistic objects. Jadeite is a 
sodium��aluminum silicate that also comes in many colors. It is in the pyroxene family and has a hardness range 
from 6.75��7.25. Its tight, compact structure also makes it a tough material to work. Once polished, however, it takes 
on a glassier sheen than nephrite, making its color appear mote vibrant. Although it is also found throughout the 
world, jadeite is much more rare, with Guatemala and Myanmar (Burma) being the only major commercial sources. 
Jadeite was introduced from Burma into China only in the 18th century, and quickly supplanted nephrite (the "jade" 
used in China for 3,000 years) for jewelry and the most spectacular works of art. Today, both nephrite and jadeite 

are popular jewelry stones, with jadeite commanding the much higher price, comparatively. 
Recently, large new finds of jadeite have been made in both countries. The new material 
includes the most popular colors. The large quantity of jadeite material that has become 
available has depressed prices worldwide by 40��75%. But what has totally confused the 
market is the mass introduction of dyed materials. The A��B��C grading system for 

untreated/acid��treated/dyed material is rarely seen anymore. Marketers are taking advantage of 
the current gap in the buying public's knowledge. 

(excerpted from article by Henry Moy, Director, Museum of the Red River, in The RockCollector, via The Pegmatite 9/08 
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from Sooner Rockologist Via the Tumble Rumble 8/ 2008    


